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LOCAL TRIBUTE F(zmz[y and friends gather around the “Hometown Heroes”sign of Henry ?awph Violini,
celebrating his service and dedication to the nation at the Gonzales Hometown Heroes event Nov.

Honoring heroes

CITY CELEBRATES VETERANS WITH ‘HOMETOWN HEROES’ CEREMONY

The Nov. 6 event, held in
partnership with the American
Legion Post 81 and the American
Legion Auxiliary Unit 81, included
a brief program and the unveiling of
“Hometown Heroes” signs featuring
each service member’s photo, name
and branch of service.

BY RYAN CRONK

MANAGING EDITOR
n aheartfelt tribute, the City
of Gonzales honored 28 local
veterans and active-duty service
members during a special
Hometown Heroes ceremony

last week at Central Park.

“Today in Gonzales, the
community unveiled beautiful and
fitting tributes to their veterans
just ahead of Veterans Day;” said
Monterey County Supervisor Chris
Lopez, who was in attendance.

— See VETERANS, A10

SOLEDAD
Second annual Day of the Dead
event commemorates loved ones

BY RYAN CRONK

MANAGING EDITOR

SOLEDAD — City of Soledad hosted its
second annual Dia de los Muertos (Day of the
Dead) Celebration last Saturday afternoon
at the Soledad Community Center.

The Nov. 2 event invited families and
community members of all backgrounds
to honor loved ones who have passed
and to celebrate the cherished Mexican
tradition through live performances, food
and interactive activities.

Soledad Parks and Recreation Director
Jessica Potts expressed her excitement for
this year’s “heartfelt celebration” that was
filled with art, music and shared stories.
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ELECTION 2024

Voters
approve

school
bonds

MEASURES PASS TO FINANCE
FACILITY UPGRADES; CITY TAX
PROPOSALS FACE OPPOSITION

BY RYAN CRONK
MANAGING EDITOR
SALINAS VALLEY — Voters in South Monterey
County have shaped the future of both local
schools and city infrastructure in the Nov. 5
Presidential General Election, with mixed results
across the measures.

All school district bond measures are currently
passing, set to fund essential facility upgrades
and safety i , while two proposed tax
measures in Gonzales and King City are seeing less
favorable outcomes, as of Friday’s latest results.

Education bond measures pass

Each of the school bond measures on the
ballot, requiring 55% approval to pass, has
achieved sufficient support, enabling various
districts to address critical facility needs:

* Measure E (Soledad Unified School District)
is passing with 1,862 votes (61.15%) in favor,
allowing for $42 million in bonds to improve
ADA compliance, repair school facilities, and
build a new track at Soledad High School.

— See MEASURES, A10

School board,
council races

unfold across
South County

BY RYAN CRONK

MANAGING EDITOR

SALINAS VALLEY — In the Nov. 5 Presidential
General Election, the latest results on Friday
showed strong competition for seats on South
Monterey County school boards, the Soledad
Community Health Care District, and city
councils in Greenfield and King City.

Voter turnout so far reached 49.24%, or
105,798 votes out of 214,883 registered voters in
Monterey County.

Additional results are expected to be released
Wednesday by Monterey County Elections, which
is still processing more than 40,000 ballots.

— See EVENT, A10  Catrina contest participants gather at the Dia de los Muertos event. — See RACES, A10
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VETERANS

Continued from A1

“This tribute is a way to remember
the sacrifices of our loved ones and
their contributions to our freedom
and way of life. Thank you to all those
who made today possible; may we
never forget the sacrifices and never
stop repaying the debt we owe,” added
Lopez.

In a social media post afterward,
the City expressed its gratitude, saying,
“We would like to thank everyone that
Jjoined us today for our Hometown
Heroes ceremony and also to those that
served our country. Lastly, a special
thank you to the American Legion Post
81 and the American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 81, who generously contributed
towards the cost of each sign.”

The Hometown Heroes program
and the event aimed to recognize and
pay tribute to those who have put
their lives on the line in service to the
country.

After the ceremony, attendees
were invited to a Veterans Assembly
hosted by the Fairview Middle School
ASB leadership class and advisers.
Following the assembly, coffee and
pastries were served at the American
Legion Post 81 Hall.

The Hometown Heroes signs will

Gourtesy of Chris Lopez.

Gonzales H
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remain on display at Central Park
through November.

Heroes signs disp

d at Central Park honor local veterans and active-duty service members,
each featuring a photo, name and branch of service as a tribute to their dedication and sacrifice.

EVENT

Continued from A1

“It provides a wonderful
opportunity for our community
to come together and celebrate
the rich traditions of honoring
loved ones,” Potts said. “This

among residents.”

celebration not only showcases
the vibrant culture, but also
fosters unity and remembrance

The event featured
traditional “ofrendas” (altars)
adorned with flowers, photos
and mementos in tribute to

of Dia de los Muertos.

those who have departed. Guests
also enjoyed folkloric dance,
music, arts and crafts, and other
activities that created a festive,
colorful space for the community
to gather and share in the spirit

In addition, the Catrin and

with three lucky winners

Catrina contest was a highlight,

success,” stated the City on social
media. “A huge thank you to our

walking away with Amazon gift ~ community for joining us and

cards worth $100, $75 and $50.  making this event so special. We
City of Soledad reflected on  also want to extend our gratitude

the success of the celebration. toall of our vendors, performers
“The 2024 Dia de los Muertos ~ and entertainers who contributed

celebration was a fantastic

to the celebration.”
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MEASURES

Continued from A1

* Measures H and I (South
Monterey County Joint Union High
School District) for King City and
Greenfield high schools are also
passing, each at approximately 60.6%
of approval (about 3,022 “yes” votes).
Measure H allocates $35 million for
classroom upgrades and vocational
facilities, while Measure I focuses
on safety enhancements, including
emergency communication and fire
alarm systems.

* Measure J (Chualar Union
School District), passing with 173
votes (59.04%) in support, will issue
$5.6 million for essential repairs
and classroom updates.

* Measures K and L (King City
Union School District) are both
passing with nearly 64% approval
(about 1,260 “yes” votes), raising
$19.8 million and $21.6 million,
respectively, to fund repairs and
enhance school safety and technology.

* Measure N (Mission Union
Elementary School District) has

* Measure S (Gonzales) proposes
a 0.5% sales tax increase, expected
to raise $800,000 annually for city
infrastructure, park improvements,
and other services. However, it
currently trails, with 729 voters
(54.20%) opposing it.

* Measure T (King City) seeks
a similar 0.5% sales tax hike to

hieved 71.88% approval with
69 votes to secure $1.5 million for
facility repairs and safety updates.

City tax measures fall short

‘While education funding
measures saw broad support, early
results show that residents in
Gonzales and King City are leaning
against two local tax measures
intended to support city services:

g $1.2 million for public
safety and city maintenance, with a
12-year expiration. Like Measure S,
it faces resistance, with 747 voters
(53.55%) against it.

Both measures require a simple
majority — over 50% voter approval
— to pass.

Monterey County Elections will
release the next set of results on
‘Wednesday.

RACES

Continued from A1

School board elections
In the South Monterey

County Joint Union

High School District

race for two board seats,

i bent David Gaboni
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leads with 2,260 votes,
or 36.71% of the total
counted. He is followed by
Mindy Hunt, a business
services analyst, with
2,004 votes (32.55%).
Appointed incumbent
Maria De Lourdes
Villarreal is in third with
1,892 votes (30.73%).
Over at the Greenfield
Union Elementary
School District for
Trustee Area 5, both
candidates running are
current board members.
Sonia Martinez-Heredia
currently holds a lead
with 261 votes (52.73%),
while Jose Madrid follows
with 234 votes (47.27%).
San Ardo Union
Elementary School
District race for two board
seats shows Alexis E.
Martinez, an appointed
incumbent, leading
with 63 votes (38.89%).
Incumbent Salvador
Macias follows with 56
votes (34.57%), trailed

Health care directors
In the Soledad
Community Health Care
District election for three
director seats, results
show Maria E. Schell,
a nurse practitioner, in
the lead with 1,678 votes
(29.83%). Rosemary
Guidotti, an incumbent,
follows with 1,219
votes (21.67%), and
incumbent Graig R.
Stephens holds 1,120
votes (19.91%). Daniel

“During this time,
our community has seen
significant progress in
areas such as public safety,

effort to affect positive

change in our community

and foster a sense of

safety, support and unity
; residesite”

recreation pmzvrams

and more,” according

to Cullen’s candidate
statement. “Your City
Council has worked
tirelessly, and I am eager
to continue serving the
residents of King City for
the next four years.”

'Vargas, an entrep

and consultant, has 860
votes (15.29%), and Ken
Klemme, a CEO and
biologist, trails with 749
votes (13.31%).

City council races

In King City,
incumbent Robert
Cullen has won re-
election to his District 5
seat on the city council,
defeating challenger
Jonas Lalehzadeh. Cullen,
alocal small business
owner, received 168 votes,
Tepresenting 63.88% of
the vote, while Lalehzadeh,
afarmer and first-time
candidate, garnered 95
votes, or 36.12%, in the
latest results.

Cullen has served as
a council member for the

Meanwhile, the race
for Greenfield’s District
1 seat remains closely
contested. Belen Garcia, a
retired educator, currently
leads with 262 votes
(54.13%) over Stephanie
J. Garcia, a litigation
paralegal, who has 222

Also up for election votes (45.87%).
were i b Carlos Marcy Jones, an HR
DeLeon and Carlos manager, ran unopposed
Victoria, both of whom for District 2 on the
ran pposed in their G 1d City Council.
respective Districts 3 and In both Soledad and
4. Gonzales, candidates for
In Greenfield, city council and mayor
incumbent Ariana faced no opposition,
Rodriguez has successfully ~ securing their positions
defended her city unopposed.
council seat for District Soledad Mayor Anna
4. Rodriguez, a college Velazquez and District 4
program coordinator Council Member Evarista

who joined the council
last year, secured 285
votes, or 59.87%, against
challenger Cynthia Zavala,
who earned 191 votes, or
40.13%, as of the latest
results.

“I have only been on
council for one year and
have not nearly made
the impact I aspire to
in our city;” according

Banuelos were both re-
elected, while District

3 candidate Benjamin
Caldera Garcia obtained
a seat on the Soledad City
Council. Also re-elected
‘were Gonzales Mayor
Jose Rios and District 2
Council Member Scott
Funk on the Gonzales City
Council.

:\"t"pgscwz;g:: esconicitig by Malichane “Mali” Ppast 16 years, including to Rodriguez in her For complete statewide
Sayarath, a parent, with six years as mayor of King  candidate statement. “T election results, visit
43 votes (26.54%). City. hopeto ... i my i 05.a.0V.
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