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SALINAS

Interim
hosts
holiday
lunch

ANNUAL FRIENDSGIVING EVENT
BRINGS HOLIDAY WARMTH TO
COUNTY'S MOST VULNERABLE

STAFF REPORT

SALINAS — Interim Inc. recently hosted its
annual Friendsgiving Lunch at the OMNI
Resource Center in Salinas, welcoming more
than 147 clients and community members,
including individuals experiencing homelessness
or living with mental health challenges.

The Nov. 22 lunch also served an additional
100-plus meals to Interim’s residential and
service programs. The event, supported by
Coastal Roots Hospitality, brought together
individuals who might otherwise spend the
holidays alone to share a warm, festive meal.

Each year, Coastal Roots Hospitality partners
with Interim to provide over 500 free meals
during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.
Tarpy’s Roadhouse, Rio Grill and Montrio
collaborate to prepare meals that are not just

—See LUNCH, A10

CENTRAL COAST

UC Santa Cruz,

Hartnell receive
grant to bolster
transfer pathway

COLLEGES AIMTO STREAMLINE
PROCESS FOR AREA STUDENTS

STAFF REPORT

CENTRAL COAST — UC Santa Cruz and
Hartnell College have long shared a commitment
to empowering students from California’s Central
Coast to achieve their educational and career
goals. Now, thanks to a two-year, $250,000
American Talent Initiative (ATI) IDEAS Grant
from Bloomberg Philanthropies, the two
institutions will strengthen that partnership and
expand opportunities for students.

The grant will support the Pathways to
Success program, designed to streamline the

GONZALES

City of Gonzales

—

GROUNDBREAKING Gonzales city officials gather for the Nov. 22 groundbreaking ceremony
JSor Phase I of a new Industrial Wastewater System and Treatment Facility.

Sustainable future

WASTEWATER PROJECT MARKS MAJOR STEP IN ADDRESSING GROWTH

The multi-phase wastewater
program is a comprehensive
approach to address current and
future

Phase I will establish the
Industrial Wastewater (IW) System

STAFF REPORT “This groundbreaking marks
the beginning of a brighter more
sustainable future for the City
of Gonzales,” said City M:
Carmen Gil. “With this project, we're
not only meeting today’s needs, but

ity of Gonzales hosted
a groundbreaking
ceremony on Nov. 22
for Phase I of a new

Industrial Wastewater ~ also laying the foundation for growth  and IW Treatment Facility on 55
(IW) System and and environmental stewardship for
Treatment Facility. generations to come.” — See PROJECT, A10

SOLEDAD
SCHCD honors longtime board member

MAGGIE CAMPA RETIRES
AFTER NEARLY 20 YEARS
OF DEDICATED SERVICE

STAFF REPORT

SOLEDAD — Soledad Community Health
Care District (SCHCD) recently celebrated
Maggie Campa’s retirement from the SCHCD
Board of Directors after nearly 20 years of
dedicated service.

Campa’s leadership and commitment
have been instrumental in expanding access
to healthcare in the community, especially
through her work on women’s health
initiatives.

Contributed

Maggie Campa (left) stands with her son, Noah Campa, during
an Oct. 2} ceremony honoring her nearly 20 years of service

— See GRANT, A10 on the Soledad Community Health Care District Board. — See SCHCD, A10
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Continued from A1

nourishing, but also create a
sense of belonging for attendees.
This year’s Friendsgiving
featured fresh produce donated

by 4Earth Farms, via Markon
Cooperative Inc., adding a touch
of farm-to-table freshness to the
celebration.

“Coastal Roots has been a
steadfast partner in ensuring
these holiday events continue
each year, meeting every need
we've encountered along the
way,” said Rhiyan Quiton,
executive director of Interim
Inc. “Their support means our
clients and guests have a warm,
welcoming holiday experience
— atrue reminder of the
power of community care and
compassion.”

The holiday meals reflect
Coastal Roots Hospitality’s
commitment to giving back
and fostering community

The Friendsgiving Lunch on Nov. 22 welcomed more than 147 clients and community members.

connections through food and
fellowship.

“We believe in the power of
bringing people together through
family, friends, and food,” said
Ken Donkersloot, owner of
Coastal Roots. “It’'s not just about
the meals; it’s about creating
moments of hope and kindness
for those who need it most.”

Interim Inc. is Monterey
County’s largest nonprofit
organization dedicated to
providing housing, healing and
hope to adults living with mental
illness. With a range of services,
including affordable housing,
mental health treatment and
peer support, Interim helps
clients on their path to recovery
and independence.

The OMNI Resource Center
is Monterey County’s only peer
and family-member-run mental
health wellness center, offering
free programs and services
designed to promote wellness,
recovery and social connection.

SCHCD

Continued from A1

In a special ceremony at the Oct. 24
Board meeting, Campa was honored
for her decades-long contributions and
received a certificate of recognition
from Monterey County Supervisor Chris
Lopez’s District 3 office, in appreciation
of her enduring service to the Soledad
community.

Campa’s involvement with SCHCD
began when she was invited to join the
board by former District leader Steve
Pritt. Drawing from her experience
growing up in a rural community where

healthcare was hard to access, she
made it her mission to ensure that the
residents of Soledad had access to the
quality healthcare they deserve.
One of her proudest
i

help ensure that people here have access

to the healthcare they need. I'm especially
proud of the Women’s Health Center, which
has truly made a difference for so many
women in our area.”

1 was the

of the Women’s Health Center, which
now provides such essential services

as annual mammograms and exams,
making a significant impact on women’s
health in the community by breaking
down barriers to preventive care.

“Being part of the District has been one
of the best decisions of my life,” said Campa,
reflecting on her years of service. “It allowed
me to give back to the community I love and

Throug} her tenure, Campa was
akey figure in SCHCD’s growth and
evolution. She worked closely with fellow
board members and CEO Ida Lopez
Chan to expand the District’s services
and maintain financial stability, all while
keeping the healthcare needs of the
community at the forefront.

“We are incredibly grateful for
Maggie’s dedication and leadership,”
Chan said. “Her contributions have

been instrumental in the growth of
our District, particularly her role in
establishing the Women’s Health
Center, which has improved access to
essential healthcare services for women
in Soledad. Maggie’s passion for the
well-being of our community will have a
lasting impact for years to come.”
Campa’s legacy is defined by her
commitment to ensuring that Soledad’s
residents have access to the best possible
healthcare. As she steps down from
her position, her work will continue to
inspire the next generation of board
members to serve with the same
dedication and vision.
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acres of city-owned land
near the City’s existing
‘wastewater treatment
plant and will be delivered
under three contracts:

1. Construct the TW
Pipeline along Fermin
Lane and to the Business
Park;

2. Construct the IW
Treatment Facility; and

3. While the IW
Treatment Facility is
under construction, a
contract will be issued to
rehabilitate the existing
21-inch sewer main

constructed in 1981 by
shifting sewer flows to the
new IW Pipeline.

Phase I will increase
the capacity of the City’s
wastewater system by
1.0 MGD. The Phase
1 IW System will treat
wastewater effluent from
local packaging facilities,
thereby decreasing the
flow through the existing
MWWTP and allowing
commencement of Phase
11, MWWTP upgrades,
which will bring the
MWWTP into compliance
with current regulatory
requirements.

Phase I1T will add

additional treatment
processes at the MWWTP
to expand the wastewater
system capacity to

2.9 MGD, which will
accommodate projected
housing growth through
2050. Phase IV will
expand the IW System
treatment capacity to 3.5
MGD to accommodate
additional processing
facilities in the City’s
Industrial Business Park
and add a recycled water
component.

“Through the
preparation of a Long-
Term Wastewater
Management Plan, this

phased approach was
determined to be the most
sustainable and cost-
effective solution to the
City’s wastewater needs,”
according to the City in a
news release.

The project is being
funded by a $29 million
State Revolving Fund loan
secured in July 2024 and
represents a monumental
step toward modernizing
the city’s wastewater
infrastructure.

Construction of the
new IW System and
Treatment Facility is
estimated to be completed
in 2027.
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transfer process and provide more
holistic guidance for students

to accelerate social mobility and
advance economic development in
the region.

The IDEAS (Innovation Driven
by Evidence-Based Advanced
Strategies) Fund grant program
saw submissions from 47 ATI
member institutions, with only 16
selected for funding. UC Santa Cruz
and Hartnell College’s proposal
was the only one awarded from
California, recognized specifically
for its emphasis on increasing
social mobility through a K-16
comprehensive approach to student
success.

“We're thrilled and grateful to be
the recipient of a two-year IDEAS
Grant that will brighten the futures
of aspiring scholars throughout
our region,” said UC Santa Cruz
Chancellor Cynthia Larive. “Created
in partnership with Hartnell
College, our Pathways to Success
program focuses on expanding
opportunities for low-income, first-
generation students, streamlining
their ability to transfer to our
campus, earn a bachelor’s degree,
and ultimately launch careers in
high-demand fields.”

As Hispanic-Serving
Institutions, UC Santa Cruz and
Hartnell College are committed to
affordability and access, building
a strong partnership grounded in
shared values.

“The transfer pipeline between

Hartnell College and UC Santa
Cruz represents a significant step
toward providing our students
with a seamless transition to

UC Santa Cruz by empowering
them to pursue their career goals
through guidance, support, and
opportunity,” said Hartnell College
Superintendent/President Michael
Gutierrez.

The Pathways to Success
program builds on existing UC
Santa Cruz transfer initiatives
focusing on affordability and
comprehensive student care. The
program highlights the affordability
of a UC Santa Cruz degree by
highlighting funding opportunities
such as donor-funded transfer
scholarships and grants from the
campus, the State of California, and
the federal government.

For student care, it promotes
family housing and a new childcare
center currently under construction,
and the counseling and mentorship
provided by UC Santa Cruz’s
Services for Transfer, Re-entry,
and Resilient Scholars (STARRS)
program — the first of its kind in
California.

“Meeting students where they
are and addressing their needs is
central to our mission. We want
students to see that there is a
clear path for them to complete
a 4-year degree at a high-impact
research university,” said Richard
Hughey, vice provost and dean
of undergraduate education and
global engagement at UC Santa
Cruz. “These are talented, high-
performing students. We want

them to know they belong here and
ultimately that their presence will
make our community stronger.”

The Pathways to Success
program is grounded in a K-16
approach to educational equity,
leveraging the programs and
partnerships of UC Santa Cruz’s
Education Partnership Center,
which is dedicated to expanding
access to higher education for
underrepresented K-12 students
across the Central Coast.

The program provides clear
academic and career pathways,
particularly in high-demand
fields such as community
health, creative technologies,
environmental science and
agroecology. Faculty from both
institutions will collaborate to
align curricula, ensuring students
are well-prepared to transfer into
bachelor’s programs and have
access to internships and research
opportunities that strengthen their
career readiness.

To offer students a sense of
belonging before, during, and after
the transfer process, the program
will integrate personalized advising
and a new peer mentorship
initiative — where current UC Santa
Cruz students who transferred from
Hartnell share their experiences.

Designed with scalability in
mind, the innovative Pathways
to Success program is expected
to serve as a model for other UC
campuses and community colleges,
elevating the transfer experience
and success of students across the
state.
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