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MONTEREY REGIONAL AIRPORT

LOCAL PRIVATE JET
FIRM TAKES FLIGHT

MPIJet operates out of Monterey Jet Center with a fleet of five aircraft

JAMES HERRERA — MONTEREY HERALD

Steve Mcintyre, president of MPIJet, a private charter company based out of Monterey Jet Center at the Monterey Regional
Airport, talks about the fleet of aircraft his company owns.

By James Herrera
Jjherrera@montereyherald.com
@jamerral on Twitter

MONTEREY » A full-service
private jet charter company
at the Monterey Regional
Airport — Monterey Pacific
International Jet — has ex-
panded its private air travel
services offering more na-
tional and international
flights along with custom
concierge and cargo services
among many others.

Co-owners President
Steve McIntyre and direc-
tor of operations James Ga-
ramendi introduced the ex-
panded fleet of aircraft and
services at a gathering on
Friday.

“In the 50s and ‘60s, air
travel was an event that peo-
ple dressed up for,” said Ga-
ramendi. “We want to put
personality and service back
into transportation.”

MPlJet, based at the Mon-
terey Jet Center, 300 Sky
Park Way in Monterey, is the
only Part 135 FAA certified
jet charter company in Mon-

terey and San Benito coun-
ties, and is the first “fleet”
based company offering
charter service out of the
Monterey airport.

“We’re the only game
in town and we’re locally
based,” Garamendi stated.

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration grants author-
ity to operate on-demand,
unscheduled air service in
the form of Part 135 certif-
icates and can vary from
small single aircraft opera-
tors to large operators that
often provide a network to
move cargo to larger Part 121
air carriers. Many Part 135
operators offer critical pas-
senger and cargo service to
remote areas, providing a
lifeline to populations that
would not otherwise exist,
according to the FAA web-
site.

MPIJet was launched in
2014, after McIntyre and
Garamendi acquired Jet
West Charter, as Monterey
Pacific Executive Charter to
serve a business and agricul-
ture clientele in the western

James Garamendi, MPIJet director of operations, stands

next to one of five jets in the private charter company’s fleet
at the Monterey Jet Center on Friday.

United States out of the Sa-
linas Municipal Airport. It
purchased air charter cer-
tificates from two carriers
in Monterey County giving
it the Part 135 FAA certifi-
cation distinction.
Monterey Pacific Inc. is
the parent company of Mon-
terey Pacific International

Jet and is headquartered in
Soledad. In October 2018,
the operation moved from
Salinas to its current site of
operations at the Monterey
Jet Center at the Monterey

Regional Airport.
“We’re the same company
with the same team lead-
JETFIRM » PAGE 4

WASHINGTON

Probe of
Russia
probe
heats up

Trump predicts it will
reveal ‘really bad things’

By Michael Balsamo
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » Investigating the investigators,
the Justice Department is now scrutinizing the
government’s Russia probe as a criminal mat-
ter, raising Democrats’ concerns that President
Donald Trump may be using federal muscle to
go after his opponents. Trump says to expect the
probe to reveal “really bad things.”

Trump declared anew on Friday that the now-
concluded special counsel investigation into Rus-
sian interference in the 2016 U.S. presidential
election was a “hoax” designed to discredit his
presidency.

Word of the criminal investigation comes as
Trump is facing the separate House impeach-
ment inquiry examining whether he withheld
military aid to pressure the president of Ukraine
to launch an investigation of political foe Joe
Biden and his son Hunter.
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MIDDLE EAST

US troops. armored
vehicles going to
Syrian oil fields

By Lolita C. Baldor and Robert Burns
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS » The United States will send armored
vehicles and combat troops into eastern Syria to
keep oil fields from potentially falling into the
hands of Islamic State militants, U.S. Defense
Secretary Mark Esper said Friday.

It was the latest sign that extracting the mil-
itary from Syria is more uncertain and compli-
cated than President Donald Trump is making
it out to be. Though Trump repeatedly says he
is pulling out of Syria, the reality on the ground
is different.

Adding armored reinforcements in the oil-pro-
ducing area of Syria could mean sending several
hundred U.S. troops — even as a similar number

TROOPS » PAGE 4



Eﬁrm

FROMPAGE1

ing the charge,” said Gara-
mendi. “The name change
didn’t change our stan-
dards.”

In 2018, MPIJet part-
nered with Global Wings
out of Texas and Wine
Flights based in Carmel to
offer more national and in-
ternational flights, han-
dle soft cargo and enhance
its customer experience
with custom concierge ser-
vices, which enables MPI-
Jet to tailor travel for spe-
cific needs.

There were previous
charter service compa-
nies that operated out of

Monterey airport with one
plane such as Shearwater
Air in 2010 and Jet Mon-
terey in the 1980s. Shear-
water Air did add a second
plane in 2013, but shortly
thereafter it moved the
planes out of Monterey.

MP1Jet’s seven full-time
pilots are certified under
the Federal Aviation Reg-
ulations Part 135 — a rig-
orous certification process
that guarantees the highest
level of flight operations,
maintenance and training.

Both MclIntyre and Gar-
amendi are pilots.

The private air charter
company’s current fleet in-
cludes two Citation Bravo
jets that seat eight pas-
sengers apiece, one Pila-
tus PC12 that seats up to

nine, one Baron 58 seating
up to five, and one Cessna
Citation CJ2+ that seats
up to eight. The fleet is
maintained locally at Ad-
vancetech Inc., a multigen-
erational aviation business
located at the Salinas Mu-
nicipal Airport.

Garamendi said the com-
pany’s next jet would prob-
ably be a 14-seater added
to the fleet sometime in
the future.

“We want the commu-
nity to know we are here
and available for their type
of travel,” said the director
of operations.

The private aircraft have
access to almost all com-
mercial airports world-
wide. There are about 27
passenger airports alone

in California and about
150 airports total that MPI-
Jet can access. Customers
arrive closer to their ulti-
mate destination, which
can save the need for stop-
over, transfers and over-
night stays.

But it has access to des-
tinations all over the globe.
MPIJet’s air partners are
worldwide, from large
heavy jets that will accom-
modate 14 to 20 passengers
to even larger aircraft that
can hold several hundred
passengers.

Reservations with MPI-
Jet can be made online at
www.mpijet.com or by call-
ing 831-678-5225.

Contact reporter James
Herrera at 831-726-4344.
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