
The Best in Monterey Cannery Row

Joya says

Take me away to Monterey any day! Earlier this month I went on a press trip to

explore Cannery Row in Monterey, California. As I sit here remembering all the great

food and beach views, I’m dreaming of going back with my family. If you’re looking

for a California coast escape, here are my picks for the best of the best Cannery

Row restaurants, hotels, and attractions.

Best Guide to Cannery Row restaurants, hotels, and things to do in Monterey, CA

This post contains affiliate links, which means no additional cost to you but I might

earn a small commission for referring you.

What is Cannery Row?

First let me help you understand what is Cannery Row. This area is located directly

on Monterey Bay, about a mile away from downtown Monterey, CA. It’s takes only

about 20 minutes to walk to or from Monterey to Cannery Row. Cannery Row is a

main street tourism district, perfectly designed for visitors. It’s ideal for strolling

along the many shops, restaurants, hotels, and attractions, including the famous

Monterey Bay Aquarium.

The story of Cannery Row dates back to the early 1900s, including to the days of

sardine fishing. Boats used to come into Monterey Bay with their catches and

Cannery Row was the location of all the process factories. One of my favorite

signature nods to the factory history are the overhead bridges. In the days of sardine

processing, the bridges were how the fish were moved from one side of the factory to

the other. Now they’re a classic architectural feature for the main Cannery Row

street.

Cannery Row is also the backdrop to the classic John Steinbeck novel, Cannery

Row. The local Californian shared a peek into the lives of outcasts residing in this

vibrant area of Monterey, California.

Cannery Row Restaurants – Where to Eat in Monterey

Foodies will love traveling to Cannery Row. So many delicious places to eat, many
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with an unbelievable view of the bay. Of course seafood is on every menu.

The Fish Hopper

If you’re craving some seafood on the bay, The Fish Hopper is your place. I loved how

the interior of the restaurant has an open pier feel, perfect for families. We were

lucky enough to get a table inside their pier room, which is surrounded by windows,

giving me a panoramic view of the bay. While dining on our seafood we spotted sea

lions and even a pod of dolphins! I could just picture my two animal-loving girls

with their faces pressed against the glass looking to spot more sealife.

The Fish Hopper was where I sampled a Monterey, CA classic, sanddabs. My thin

lightly-breaded fish was flaky and fresh, a perfect pairing with my moscow mule

cocktail. If you’re a cocktail fan, you definitely want to try The Fish Hopper. They

have a great menu of drinks, including some specialty fishbowl drinks that require

two hands!

Love the pier dining room at The Fish Hopper; perfect for sealife spotting! © Stuffed

Suitcase

Delicious seafood appetizer at The Fish Hopper © Stuffed Suitcase

Must try when you’re in Monterey, CA — sanddabs! © Stuffed Suitcase
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Schooners Coastal Kitchen

Located inside the luxury Monterey Plaza Hotel, Schooners is the perfect place for a

sunny lunch, or romantic dinner. We enjoyed lunch outside on their deck, again

with views of the water. With the coastal theme, the menus are filled with specialty

seafood dishes. I had the most amazing Sea Bass B.L.T, and I’d eagerly order it again.

My fellow travel writer ordered the Seafood Paella, which was absolutely beautiful.

Beautiful entrance into the coastal kitchen

I love the surfboard tables outside on the Schooner’s dining deck

This was one of the best sandwiches I’ve ever had! Sea Bass BLT
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Schooners is the perfect spot to enjoy a sunshine lunch

Seafood Paella at Schooners Cannery Row, Monterey, CA

Lalla Oceanside Grill

With Cannery Row being located on the coast, it should come as no surprise that I’m

giving you yet another Cannery Row restaurant with a water view. Lalla Oceanside

Grill has a fun and eclectic feel with bright colors and a drink menu that’ll make you

tipsy. It’s a popular spot for families, a great spot to head after an early morning

visit to the aquarium.

This was one of the hardest food decisions for me because their menu is expansive.

They’ve got something for everyone. I was tempted to go for the fish tacos, but I’d

already sampled those twice on this trip, so I decided to go for their signature

World’s Greatest Italian Sandwich. But the thing I have to tell you that you must

order, are the firecracker fries. I had them as a side along with some deliciously

crisp breaded onion rings and they were amazing. No matter what you pick from

their menu, you have to get a side of the fries!
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Lalla Oceanside Grill

Famous Italian Sandwich at Lalla Oceanside Grill in Cannery Row Monterey Bay, CA

Contemporary decor with oceanfront views
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The firecracker fries are a MUST try!

Cake by the Ocean… ;)

The desserts at Lalla Oceanside Grill in Cannery Row are lovely and delicious!

The C Restaurant + Bar
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Another amazing hotel restaurant that is right on the water, the C is definitely the

spot for an elegant dinner. The restaurant feels fresh, clean, open and bright.

Another shout out here for truly stellar service. Our server knew the menu very

well, as well as having a great understanding of the wine offerings. I savored sipping

on a delicious glass of local Cabernet Sauvignon.

We were able to enjoy a local musician who played some soft jazz while we ate, and

the music was enjoyable since it was atmospheric without being showy. They have

local musicians playing most days of the week. In addition to enjoying the amazing

atmosphere and ocean views, we also loved dinner. The food was beautiful and

delicious. We finished the evening with some super rich desserts and coffee. This was

our final dinner in Cannery Row, and it was the perfect wrap up of our coastal

adventure.

Dessert and coffee at the C restaurant + bar Cannery Row

Beautiful food that tasted absolutely delicious
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The wine offerings at the C restaurant + bar are amazing – how would you like to

savor a glass of red alongside this view?

the C restaurant + bar in Cannery Row

Cannery Row Brewing Company

Moving a block up from the water, it’s time for some brews and food. The Cannery

Row Brewing Company has a fun night pub feel, with a talented chef serving yummy

bites to eat. It’s a great spot for families or just for brew pub fans. The wall of neon at

the entrance is sure to capture your eye!

They are known for their signature giant pretzel, but if you’re picking appetizers, I’d

recommend the pulled pork sliders. The meat is smoked in house and was

heavenly. I ordered a plate of their Mahi Mahi Street Tacos, and they have some kick.

So if you’re looking for some spicy food to pair with your IPA, the fish tacos should be

on your radar. You can also find a late night menu here in case you’re just not ready

to call it a night yet in Monterey.
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Pulled pork sliders at Cannery Row Brewing Company are delicious appetizer with

meat that’s smoked in house!

The mahi mahi street tacos have a spicy kick!

Cannery Row Brewing Company in Monterey Bay, CA

Dos Victorias

I’m adding this one because I love finding those spots that you wouldn’t normally

know about unless a local told you about it. That’s what Dos Victorias was for me. I

checked into my hotel and told the front desk that I was craving fish tacos but

didn’t want to eat at a sit down restaurant. They referred me to Dos Victorias.

I have to say that while it’s a bit of a hole in the wall spot, the food was delish. They

have a great menu with options, such as my favored fish tacos, but also burritos and

plenty of asada dishes.
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Dos Victorias

Fish tacos just the way I love them!

Where to Stay in Monterey CA on Cannery Row

Cannery Row is definitely a resort destination that comes with a premium price. But

with that premium price comes unique charm and beautiful surroundings. Here are a

few hotel choices that I’d recommend for where to stay in Cannery Row.

InterContinental The Clement Monterey

If you’re searching for a luxury coastal getaway, InterContinental The Clement

Monterey might be just the spot for you. It’s also located in a central area of Cannery

Row with access to many great shops and restaurants. Plus it’s just down from the

Monterey Bay Aquarium, so if that’s a primary destination for your visit to Monterey

Bay, the InterContinental is the perfect location.

The hotel features amazing oceanview rooms, including spacious family suites. I

fell in love with the simple coastal decor. Kids will be enthralled by the special

hallway that was created by a former Disney Imagineer and makes you feel like

you’re under the sea. While luxurious, the hotel also felt comfortable and family-
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friendly. Partnered with it’s prime location, the InterContinental The Clement

Monterey would be an excellent option for a romantic escape or family getaway.

InterContinental The Clement Monterey – Cannery Row Monterey CA © Stuffed

Suitcase

Fresh open lobby

Lovely seaside rooms – I especially love the friendly otter!

Check current prices for the InterContinental The Clement Monterey

Victorian Inn – Best Western

While I mentioned that Cannery Row is a higher priced destination, you can look at

the Victorian Inn if you’re looking to lower costs or if you’re a Best Western Rewards

member. The Victorian Inn is a charming property one block up from the main

Cannery Row street. It’s a simple walk to reach all of the main Cannery Row

attractions. I stayed in one of their 2nd floor premier rooms and truly enjoyed my

stay. The room was very open and bright, with lots of room, great for families.

They also have family suites if you’re needing more room.

There is complimentary breakfast each morning and a wine and cheese reception
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in the early evenings. Paired with it’s lovely garden charm and expansive rooms, this

property is great for families who want a Cannery Row vacation without an

oceanfront price tag. My room had a lovely outlook over towards Cannery Row and

the ocean, but also did have a bit of road noise. If you’re a light sleeper, you might

request one of the garden rooms that doesn’t face the road.

Victorian Inn at Cannery Row in Monterey CA

Spacious rooms – 2nd floor rooms have lovely vaulted ceilings

Check current prices for the Victorian Inn Cannery Row

There are a few other spots that might be of interest if you’re looking for a Cannery

Row hotel. The Monterey Bay Inn is located next to the San Carlos Beach Park,

perfect if you’re looking for a lot of fun in the water and sand. Another luxury option

is the Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa. It’s located in a prime central location on

Cannery Row, as well as having a beautiful spa that features a rooftop pool and hot

tub.

Things to Do in Cannery Row Monterey Bay, CA

Cannery Row packs a lot of fun into a short stretch of coastline. In addition to

enjoying delicious food and beautiful views, there are also unique shops to explore,

and memory-making attractions to experience.

Kayaking in the Bay
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If you’re the adventurous type, take a kayaking tour with Adventures by the Sea.

You’ll head out on the bay with a guide and hopefully get to see otters and seals or

sea lions. On our trip we were able to even spot a couple of momma otters holding

their sweet babies on their bellies. Since the Bay is a sanctuary, you’ll have to keep a

bit of distance between you and the sealife. Note, there are swells, so if you get

motion sickness take some meds before your tour.

Kayaking on Monterey Bay

Top seat kayaking with Adventures by the Sea Cannery Row

See the otter in the distance?! They’re adorable!
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Birds and sea lions hanging out on the jetty

Beaches

Cannery Row has two main beach areas, San Carlos Beach Park and McAbee

Beach. San Carlos has the most space and in my opinion is the nicest spot to hang

out. Especially since it’s a park area, not just a stretch of beach. McAbee however is a

great option that is in the heart of Cannery Row and where we spotted a lot of harbor

seals playing in the water.

If you head north along the bay from Cannery Row you can go to Lover’s Point

Beach Park, another spot with a nice beach and park as well as services. Heading

the other direction, towards Monterey, you can go to Municipal Beach. There

you’ll find a stretch of sand, but it’s next to the marina and not near as charming as

the other spots.

San Carlos Beach Park – Cannery Row, Monterey Bay, CA / © Stuffed Suitcase
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Monterey Bay is a National Marine Sanctuary

McAbee Beach on Cannery Row, Monterey Bay, CA

Municipal Beach in Monterey, CA

Lover’s Point Beach Park in Pacific Grove, CA

Bike Ride Adventure

Another fun activity is to rent a bike and head out to explore from Cannery Row. We

rented a tandem bike from Adventures by the Sea and traveled up to the Point

Pinos Lighthouse on the point of the Bay. We actually had a lot of fun using the
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tandem bike, and the views along the trail were breathtaking.

The trail does end at Lover’s Point and you’ll need to bike on the road at that point.

We chose to lock the bike at the point park and walk the rest of the way to the

lighthouse. Just make sure you don’t forget to get helmets for your ride, we rode off

without ours!

Sea lions basking in the sun in Monterey Bay, CA

Lovely coastal walk path along Monterey Bay near Point Pinos Lighthouse

Point Pinos Lighthouse

Spotted this squirrel on our walking exploration from Cannery Row

Walk to Monterey

There’s a walking path trail that leads all the way from Cannery Row to downtown

Monterey, CA. It takes about 15-20 minutes for the walk, and is a lovely way to spend

the day. There are a lot of beautiful views along the way.
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Definitely take a walk along the trail from Cannery Row to Monterey, CA

Wine Tasting

I enjoyed my wine tasting experiences at Cannery Row so much that I’m writing

another post just about the wine! There are opportunities beyond just tasting rooms,

including the expansive choices at the Taste of Monterey, and the unique blend

your own glass opportunity at The Wine Experience. I’ll be sure to link to the post

here once it’s written!

Taste of Monterey – lovely wine tasting experience with bayviews

Try your hand at wine blending at The Wine Experience in Cannery Row

Family Fun Mirror Maze

The Monterey Mirror Maze & Lazer Challenge on Cannery Row is actually a lot of fun

for any age! I enjoyed giving the maze a try, and hey, I even found a secret method to

conquer the mirrors! The whole time I kept wishing my girls were with me because I

know they would have loved trying to escape the maze. I also gave the lazer challenge

a try which again was more fun that I expected. Definitely a fun stop for families.

Lazer Challenge in Cannery Row
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Which Kim is the real Kim?

Mirror Maze at Cannery Row Monterey Bay CA

Introducing the new Sonos One with Amazon Alexa

Sonos One blends great sound with Amazon Alexa, the easy-to-use voice service, for

hands-free control of your music and more.

Monterey Bay Aquarium

Closing out the list is probably one of the biggest draws for families, the Monterey

Bay Aquarium. This attraction is located at the end of Cannery Row, making Cannery

Row the perfect spot to stay if you’re visiting the aquarium.

I loved all of the amazing sea creatures they have on display. From the mesmerizing

jellyfish to the camouflaged octopus, it’s a delightful spot for adults and kids. I also

knew my animal-loving girls would have loved reading all the facts and information
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about each of the amazing creatures.

Beautiful design at the Monterey Bay Aquarium

Jellyfish put me in a trance!

Great kids learning opportunities at the Monterey Bay Aquarium
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Under the sea at the Monterey Bay Aquarium

Cannery Row is the perfect spot for your Monterey Bay vacation. It’s packed full of

delicious restaurants, beautifully hotels with ocean views, as well as plenty of things

to do without having to sacrifice that laid back beach vibe vacation.

Feel free to comment below with any questions you might have or if you have a

favorite tip to share about Cannery Row or Monterey Bay, California.

Related Post: One Week Southern California Itinerary + Disneyland

Related Post: Redwoods, Bridges, and Teacups: Seattle to California Road Trip

Thank you to Cannery Row tourism for hosting me on this trip. All opinions are my

own based on my experience exploring the destination.

Related

I'm Heading Out on an EPIC California Road Trip

I'm packing my bags and getting ready for perhaps one of my most epic trips to date.

On Thursday I'll head out for a 19 day California road trip. Myself and three other

travel writers / photographers will be adventuring around the state and discovering
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the off the beaten paths…

September 5, 2017

In "Travel Experiences"

Blissfully Fun One Week Southern California Itinerary + Disneyland

I admit that I love the west coast. From Washington to California, it's full of fun. One

of my favorite things about Disneyland is it's close proximity to so many other

activities. When you head to Southern California for vacation, you can do more than

just theme parks! Here are…

March 21, 2017

In "Travel Experiences"

Ultimate Disneyland Guide - My Best Disneyland Tips

Since I'm a west coaster, Disneyland has been our family's theme park of choice

when planning a Disney vacation. Between trips with the kids, and a couple of

runDisney races, I've been in the parks about ten times now. Recently I had a friend

ask for some tips and I realized…
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March 4, 2017

In "Attractions"
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