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Annual Photography Auction Comes to Santa Catalina 
All Proceeds from the Auction will Benefit Kids with Cameras 

 
MONTEREY, CALIF. – Photographers, fine art collectors, and globally conscious citizens are 
invited to attend the annual Kids with Cameras Auction kick off event at Santa Catalina School 
on Friday, April 8, 2011.  The auction will open with a reception at noon in the school's Library 
Gallery and bidding will continue through May 6th.  All proceeds from the auction will benefit 
Kids With Cameras, a non-profit dedicated to exposing children around the world to the 
transformative art of photography.  
 
Kids With Cameras is currently constructing a school outside Kolkata called Hope House, which 
will cater specifically to the needs of girls born into the city's notorious red light district. 
Photography will be part of these students' daily lives. 
 
Since 2006, Santa Catalina School has donated approximately $6,000 to Kids with Cameras. 
 
Before they donate their photographs to the auction, Lerner's students watch the documentary 
film, Born into Brothels, which documents the day-to-day lives of the children of Calcutta's red-
light district. The film was conceived after American photographer Zana Briski moved to 
Calcutta to document the lives of women living in brothels there. Briski began to teach 
photography to their curious children, whose lives were transformed by their encounters with the 
art. Her experiences before and during filming prompted Briski to create Kids With Cameras, the 
non-profit dedicated to changing children's lives through photography. 
 
"Our Kids With Cameras Auction is an opportunity to experience art in the service of social 
action," Santa Catalina School photography teacher Claire Lerner says. "Through the creative 
process, the students are empowered to affect the lives of others." 
 
At least a dozen photos acquired at this annual auction have become part of the permanent 
collection at the Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula. 
 
For more information about the auction please contact Claire Lerner at 831.423.3840 or 
Claire.Lerner@santacatalina.org. 
 

### 
 
About Santa Catalina School 
Santa Catalina School is dedicated to the education of young people between the ages of 4-18, giving careful 
consideration to the individual abilities and potential of each child. The school’s mission is to balance intellectual 
growth with spiritual awareness, creativity with order, and individuality with compassion. Santa Catalina School is 
enriched by the diversity of socioeconomic, religious, geographic, and cultural backgrounds represented by students 
and faculty. The Upper School includes boarding students from 14 states and 9 countries. Local students come from 
not only the Central Coast, but also from cities as far away as Gilroy, King City, Santa Cruz, San Jose and Santa 
Clara. For more information visit www.santacatalina.org or call 831.655.9300. 


